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Telegram  (To  be  kept  In  locked  file) 

(Secret  Cipher  Process) 

Tokyo,  23  June  1941  1235  M 

Arrived  22  "  2215  hours 

No.  1012  of  2?  June  !icot  ’irgentl 

In  answer  (‘■exegr-'.ph ic  xnstmotion  Lavltex  No.  401 
of  21  June, 

For  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister 

Today  at  190C  Japanese  time,  after  receiving  the  tele- 
grnm  instruction  mur.^ioned  above,  I  cplled  on  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  MATSUOKa.  1  explained  to  nim  in  detail  the  memorandum 
of  the  German  Government  and  moreover  herded  to  bin  the 
proclamation  of  the  r’no  tot . 

The  Foreign  recap  tea  mv  explanation  appre¬ 

ciative]  y  and  told  t  e  t ' ir t  ,\- \r't>ra(.,cc  OA’KjiMA  had  been 
informed  by  the  Kclch  Foreign  Minister, after  0400  German 
time,  corresponding  to  1.100  Japanese  time,  that  war  with 
the  Soviet  Union  had  begun.  Ke  thereupon  requested  me 
for  information  whether  there  had  been  a  formal  declaration 
of  war.  I  answered  in  the  negative  and  referred  him  to 
the  text  of  the  memorandum,  where  mention  is  made  of  the 
removal  of  a  threat  made  against  the  German  Reich. 

MATSUOKA  described  my  explanation  as  valuable,  but  requested 
me  to  ask  Berlin  for  Information  on  this  point.  Precise 
wording  of  the  question  is  without  decisive  significance 
for  the  attitude  of  the  Japanese  Government.  However  he 
requested  precise  information  on  the  German  poinu  of  view. 

MATSUOKA  remarked  further: 

1,  A  meeting  of  the  Ooncrol  Committee  of  the  cabinet, 
consisting  of  the  Prime  Minister,  Foreign  Minister,  the 
Army  Chief  nr.d  the  Finance  Minister  will  take  place  to¬ 
morrow  afternoon.  He  would  report  on  the  situation  and 
hoped  to  be  able  to  inform  the  German  Government  expedi¬ 
tiously  of  the  opinion  of  the  Japanese  Government. 

2.  The  Japanese  Government  would  adopt  no  measures 
without  detailed  consultation  with  the  Government  of  the 
Reich. 
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3.  For  himself  he  could  once  again  assert  that 
the  United  States  would  not  be  in  n  position  to  deliver 
military  supplies  to  tne  Soviet  Union  by  the  Pacific 
route.  The  Japanese  ocDiict  would  certainly  be  of  the 
same  opinion. 

4.  He  had  requested  all  departments  to  refrain 

from  giving  nvm  vie  ou  fee  situation  through 

spokesmen;  the  lapar.osc  prc?s  was  recommended  to  be 
reticent  by  the  Bureau  of  Information. 

llA&\STlOK«i  then  arke*  re  for  information  whether 
Germany  rcaVoneo  on  a  ouick  ccllopse  of  the  Stalin  regime, 
as  he  had  for  some  t.'me  he^n  eblo  to  see  danger  in  it  only 
through  an  external  rrr,  WNsn  I  answered  that  the  German 
considerations  ware  not  known  by  me  in  detail  ho  requested 
information  fiom  Re-lin. 

MATSUOKA  continued  that  he  had  gained  the  impression 
from  the  report  of  Ambassador  OSHIMA,  that  the  Fuehrer 
and  the  Foreign  Minirter  did  not  expect  active  Japanese 
participation  against  the  Soviet  Union  on  the  basis  of  the 
Tri-Partite  Pact.  He  personally  was  of  the  same  opinion 
as  before, that  in  the  long  run  Jap^n  could  not  remain 
neutral  in  this  conflict.  In  the  event  of  the  entry  of 
the  United  States  of  America  into  the  war,  as  a  result 
of  the  Russo-German  war,  he  personally  considered  that  the 
Tri-Partite  Pact  would  apply  to  Japan. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  interview  MATSUOKA  received 
another  telegrem  from  OSHIMA  wherein  the  Reich  Foreign 
Minister  colled  attention  to  an  alleged  Russian  withdrawal 
of  troops  from  the  Far  Fast.  MATSUOKA  explained  spon¬ 
taneously  that  he  would  immediately  propose  counter  measures 
MATSUOKA  was  thoroughly  positive  and  cordial  throughout 
the  v/hole  interview.  He  denied  emphatically  that  the 
existence  of  the  cabinet  was  in  danger,  and  he  repeatedly 
expressed  his  confidence  that  a  quick  success  would  be  the 
lot  of  the  German  proceedings. 

With  regard  to  the  current  economic  negotiations, 
he  edvoented  that  they  should  be  carried  on  steadily. 

Request  telegraphic  answer  to  the  question  brought 
up  by  MATSUOKA . 

OTT 
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I,  w.  P.  Cummin*,  oeinf  f iraU  duly  8'>orn  on  oat h,  dolose  and  any: 

1.  7h.pt  I  hz.  ar.  Attache  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
otPte  on  the  St  "ff  of  tho  U..itod  States  Political  Adviser  on  Gorman 
Affairs,  pad  re  suer  I  am  a  rc  jresentat  ivc  of  the  Office  of  Military 
Government  for  Grrtany  (U  S  '*.  That  lr.  my  cap-city  pb  above  sot 
forth,  I  h«*v.»  ir  /  jo  soneion,  custody  and  control  rt  tho  Berlin 
Documents  Center,  *.  rbio,  Sor.V'.ny,  tho  original  captured  German 
Foreign  Office  fi]»_  *n  a'  . 

C.  Th  ■„  opJd  original  Foreign  Office  files  and  prehives  were 
crotur  d  md  obtained  by  military  forces  under  tho  co...mnnd  of  tho 
Suj -c-t  T  Co...  /  ..Ilk  Expeditionary  Forces,  end  uoon  their  seizure 

°nd  c r  iture  \  .  -  p;  »  ..bled  by  sold  military  forces  at  n  Military 

Document  Center  p*,  i^rbvr  ,  Germany,  rnd  vore  lptor  moved  by  authorized 
personnel  of  salt  Allied.  forces  to  said  c.ntrul  documents  center, 
pbovo  reforrud  to,  rod  know  ps  tho  Berlin  Documents  Center. 

3.  Thft  I  vas  assigned  to  Raid  document  center  pt  Marburg, 
Germany,  on  *u?ust  15,  1945,  and  srid  capfcurod  German  Foreign  Offico 
files  and  prch  .ves  first  oamo  into  my  possession  and  control  while  I 
wpb  stationed  nt  Marburg,  Germany,  rnd  that  theropftor  the  same  have 
continued  in  my  josnesfiion  and  custody  phu  under  my  control, 

4.  That  tho  document  to  which  this  affidavit  is  attached  is 
p  true  pr.d  correct  jhotostptic  copy  of  pn  original  Gerran  Foreign 
Office  document  which  'tb  captured  from  srid  Gerran  Foreign  Office 
filer  pr.d  prehives,  and  which  ca.:.o  into  my  possession  pnd  custody 
pnd  uniir  ::y  control  in  tho  manner  above  set  forth. 

5.  That  e^id  original  document,  of  which  the  pttpehed  is  a 
ihotontPtic  copy,  is  being  held  pnd  retained  by  me  in  order  that  it 
ray  be  examined  rr.d  inspected  by  various  interested  agencies,  and  a 
olotostatic  copy  of  said  ori*  ral  is  hereby  furnished  pnd  certified 
to  oecpuBe  of  tho  unavailability  of  said  original  for  the  reasons 
above  sot  forth. 


/a/  '•!.  P.  Cummins 
vr.  p.  CUMMII  G 

Sub sc j ibed  pnd  svorn  to  before  o  this  73rd  dry  of  April  1S46. 

/ s/  G.  K.  Garde _ 

G.  K.  GaRDE 

Lt .  Colonel,  aGD 

Acting  Adjutant  General 

OFFICE  OF  MILITARY 
GOVERIJMEUT  FOR  GERMa1<Y  (U.S.) 
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